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most of the unnecessary buildings which he keeps for
his pleasure. If only the capitalist class will read the
signs of the times, revise their notions of God-given
right to all they possess, in an incredibly short space of
time the seven hundred thousand dung-heaps which
today pass muster as villages can be turned into abodes
of peace, health and comfort. I am convinced that the
capitalist, if he follows the Samurai of Japan, has nothing
really to lose and everything to gain. There is no other
choice than between voluntary surrender on the part of
the capitalist of superfluities and consequent acquisition
of the real happiness of all on the one hand, and on the
other the impending chaos into which, if the*capitalist
does not wake up betimes, the awakened but ignorant
and famishing millions will plunge the country and
which not even the armed force that a powerful Govern-
ment can bring into play can avert. I have hoped that
India will successfully avert the disaster.
Toung India, 5-12-'2 9
The Kisan or the peasant, whether as a landless
labourer or a labouring proprietor, comes first. He is
the salt of the earth which rightly belongs or should
belong to him, not to the absentee landlord or Zamindar.
But in the non-violent way the labourer cannot forcibly
eject the absentee landlord. He has so to work as to
make it impossible for the landlord to exploit him.
Closest co-operation amongst the peasants is absolutely
necessary. To this end, special organizing bodies or com-
mittees should be formed where there are none and
those already in existence should be reformed where
necessary. The Kisans are for the most part illiterate.
Both adults and young persons of school-going age
should be educated. This applies to men and women.

